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HOUSTONIAN PLACES FIRST IN

CHINESE AMERICAN CITIZENS ALLIANCE

NATIONAL ESSAY CONTEST 

June 28, 2005, Houston, Texas—The Chinese American Citizens Alliance (C.A.C.A.) Houston Lodge announced that a student from Houston has won the first place award for her essay during the nationwide competition in March.  Cypress Creek High School senior Yujie Wang captured the prestigious 1st place award of $1,000 and a recognition certificate.

Yujie’s interests include math, science, especially physics, reading, drawing and eating Chinese food.  She enjoys playing the violin and clarinet and her favorite musician is Bach.  This summer she’s doing an internship at M.D. Anderson.  She will be attending Johns Hopkins University for its Biomedical Engineering Program in the fall. As a part-time employee at Wal-Mart, she has learned two valuable words that will carry her far in life:  “Thank you.”  Yujie’s parents are Weihua and Tao Wang.

Approximately 300 students representing C.A.C.A. chapters from across the United States entered this year’s contest.  Local Contest Coordinator Edmond Gor was again very gratified by this showing of talented essayists from the Houston area school districts.  The Lodge will present Yujie with her award at the Thursday, June 30th chapter meeting at the Silver Palace Restaurant (Bellaire at Stella Link) at 7pm.

This year’s topic on which students were to write a maximum 500-word essay was:

“Following the recent 2004 Presidential election, political scientists and pollsters reported that the youth vote did not make the difference that some had expected earlier in the year.  Although many youth-oriented programs such as Rock the Vote and MTV’s Choose or Lose encouraged voting age students to register and vote, many, once again, did not.

What can be done in the future to encourage youth to become more involved in election campaigns and the political process?  What difference do you think this increased political participation would make in our lives?”

The Lodge has sponsored this contest for more than 20 years to encourage and develop leadership skills of Chinese American youth by refining their writing skills in order to demonstrate clear, logical thinking on an issue of current national relevance.  

The Chinese American Citizens Alliance, established in 1895, is among the oldest civil rights organizations in the United States.  Based in San Francisco with chapters in Los Angeles, Orange County, Greater San Gabriel Valley, Oakland, Salinas (CA), Peninsula (CA), Houston, San Antonio, Portland, New York City, Washington, DC, Albuquerque, Phoenix, Tucson, Mississippi and Las Vegas, the Alliance addresses issues regarding voter education, political participation, racial discrimination and hate crimes and equal employment opportunity for all Chinese Americans.

For additional information, please visit the Houston Lodge website at www.cacahouston.org.
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