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"I hate all those Chinese people," griped my friend, "Except you. You're cool," The biggest logical fallacy of that statement is that my friend isn't closely acquainted with any Chinese people other than I. It seems backwards for him to assume that the majority of Chinese people are different from the one he knows well. What could have prompted an otherwise good-natured person to so horribly insult my culture and my heritage? The culprit in this misjudgment is the negative stereotype of Chinese American people.
The most common stereotype of Chinese American people today is that we are too hard working and intelligent. This seemingly positive stereotype actually perpetuates a negative image of Chinese Americans. "Hard-working" implies that we do nothing but work and study all day. This in turn implies that we lack social skills which are necessary for not only leadership positions but almost all jobs in today's society.
In a job interview, the interviewer often makes first impressions based on physical appearance and stereotypes. This makes a Chinese American interviewee's task especially difficult. He or she must convince the interviewer that he or she has effective interpersonal skills. At the same time, the interviewer is more inclined to judge an assertive Chinese American as "aggressive" because of the assumption that Chinese Americans are shy. The narrow window of impressing an interviewer is this further decreased for us.
The stereotype of Chinese Americans as being too obsessed with their occupations to have adequate social interactions is, unfortunately, all too true. Historically, Chinese immigrants were often forced to build railroads. These parents wanted a better life for their children and wanted their children to be highly educated to increase their chances of escaping manual labor.
Also, many first-generation Chinese immigrants are very capable of doing their jobs but are lacking in their knowledge of the English language, thus making social interactions extremely awkward. With family pressure to attend an Ivy League college and college admissions that pit Chinese Americans almost solely against their own race for acceptance, students are compelled to perform as well in school as possible, sacrificing free time and time with friends when necessary. When Chinese Americans do partake in social interaction, it is often with other Chinese Americans and they become largely unaware of notions outside of our culture.
To help eliminate the stereotype of Chinese Americans as having poor interpersonal skills, we can learn effective verbal communication through public speaking classes. We can befriend people of other races to increase their awareness of the fallacy of the negative stereotype. Eventually, other Americans, such as my friend, will know too many "cool" Chinese Americans to think that we are merely the exception, and the views towards Chinese Americans will have changed for the better.

